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Energy and Environment 
 
Energy Efficiency 

HB 206 Small renewable energy projects; impact on natural resources, report. 

Requires, as a condition for a permit by rule for a small energy project, that if the Department 
of Environmental Quality determines that there will be a significant adverse impact on wildlife, 
historic resources, prime agricultural soils, or forest lands, the applicant must also submit a 
mitigation plan with a 45-day public comment period. The bill specifies that a disturbance of (i) 
more than 10 acres of prime agricultural soils, (ii) more than 50 acres of contiguous forest 
lands, or (iii) forest lands enrolled in a forestry preservation program is deemed to be a 
significant adverse impact on natural resources. The bill directs the Department to convene an 
advisory panel to assist in developing regulations to implement these requirements, and the 
main provisions of the bill do not become effective until such regulations are adopted. Any 
application for a small renewable energy project received for which an interconnection request 
is applied for and received by December 31, 2024, is not subject to the provisions of the bill. 

HB 266/SB 505 Electric cooperatives; net energy metering, power purchase agreements, etc. 

Permits any customer, besides a farm or small agricultural generating facility and any customer 
selling power to the electric cooperative, to interconnect with an electric cooperative and enter 
an agreement for local facilities usage charges. The bill provides that electric cooperatives can 
seek approval from the State Corporation Commission at any time for a tariff for local facilities 
usage charges for the use of cooperative system facilities; however, the terms of an 
independent agreement for local facilities usage charges shall prevail if inconsistent with the 
approved tariff amount.  

The bill permits the board of directors of an electric cooperative to approve any voluntary tariff 
and associated cost recovery without filing additional information with the Commission besides 
an informational notice. Under the bill, the Commission may administratively approve a change 
in rate, tariff, or term or condition of service without notice or a hearing. 

The bill removes the limit on raising the cap for electric cooperatives' generating capacity 
beyond seven percent of system peak for the purposes of net energy metering. The bill also 
allows electric cooperatives to permit the use of third-party partial requirements power 
purchase agreements for eligible customer-generators without separate approval by the 
Commission; however, the cooperative is required to file a revised net energy metering 
compliance filing. 

Additionally, the bill permits impacted cooperative customers to file a petition with the 
Commission for redress and review of the local facilities usage charges.  
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HB 396 Electric utilities; municipal net energy metering. 

Updates provisions related to American Electric Power's participation in a municipal net energy 
metering pilot program and creates similar requirements for a municipal net energy metering 
pilot program for Dominion Energy Virginia, with a duration of the pilot program for Dominion 
Energy Virginia until July 1, 2028. The bill directs the State Corporation Commission to review 
the municipal net energy metering pilot program for Dominion Energy Virginia in 2024 and 
every two years thereafter. The bill clarifies that the aggregated capacity of generation facilities 
subject to a net metering pilot program conducted by any utility shall not be considered part of 
the aggregate net metering cap established pursuant to the Virginia Clean Economy Act. 
However, the aggregated capacity of generation facilities under each utility's pilot program that 
is part of a third-party power purchase agreement shall constitute a portion of the existing limit 
on pilot programs with third-party power purchase agreements. 

HB 405 Business park electric transmission infrastructure pilot program; location of qualifying 
projects. 

Amends the definition of "business park" by adding that a business park may be established by 
a locality and by removing the requirement that a business park be located in an area of the 
Commonwealth designated as an opportunity zone by the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury via his 
delegation of authority to the Internal Revenue Service. The bill also removes the requirement 
that the location of a qualifying project for an existing pilot program to promote economic 
development in the Commonwealth by allowing Dominion Energy Virginia and Appalachian 
Power to complete the construction phase of electric transmission infrastructure for up to 
three business parks prior to the public announcement of a prospective occupant of the 
business parks be in an opportunity zone and provides that such a qualifying project may be 
within a business park in Planning District 19.  

HB 414/SB 280 Electric utilities, certain; local reliability data provided to a locality upon 
request. 

Directs Dominion Energy Virginia to provide local reliability data within 30 days upon request by 
a locality located within the service territory of the utility. The State Corporation Commission 
shall include industry standard reliability metrics for Dominion Energy Virginia and a description 
of any infrastructure investments made by Dominion Energy Virginia to improve electric service 
reliability as part of its report on electric generation, transmission, and distribution submitted 
annually to the General Assembly.  

HB 443 Park authorities; authority to operate, etc., electric vehicle charging stations. 

Gives park authorities created by a locality the authority to locate, operate, regulate the use of, 
and install signage relating to electric vehicle (EV) charging stations on property under its 
jurisdiction. The bill adds park authorities to the list of entities for which provision of electricity 
for EV charging is exempt from the definition of retail sale of electricity. The bill adds park 
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authorities to the list of entities that the State Corporation Commission cannot regulate or 
prescribe the rates, charges, and fees for retail EV charging service. 

HB 558/SB 565 Natural gas, biogas, and other gas sources of energy; definitions, energy 
conservation. 

Permits natural gas utilities to include in their fuel portfolios, submitted to the State 
Corporation Commission to monitor fuel prices and purchases, supplemental or substitute 
forms of gas sources, defined in the bill, that meet certain standards and that reduce emissions 
intensity. The bill amends provisions of the Code related to conservation and energy efficiency 
programs, removes certain cost-effectiveness requirements for conservation and energy 
efficiency programs, and adds appliance rebates to the types of programs the Commission may 
consider. The bill expands conservation and ratemaking efficiency provisions of the Code that 
currently apply to natural gas consumption specifically to instead apply generally to energy 
consumption. 

The bill introduces enhanced leak detection and repair programs, defined in the bill, as a type of 
eligible infrastructure replacement for a natural gas utility facility. The bill provides that the 
costs of detecting and repairing leaks may be added to a natural gas utility's plan to identify 
proposed eligible infrastructure replacement projects and related cost recovery mechanisms, 
known as the utility's Steps to Advance Virginia's Energy (SAVE) Plan. 

The bill adds provisions to the Code related to biogas supply infrastructure projects, defined in 
the bill, and specifies that eligible infrastructure costs for such projects include (i) the 
investment in such projects, (ii) the return on the investment in such projects, (iii) a revenue 
conversion factor, (iv) operating and maintenance expenses, (v) depreciation, (vi) property tax 
and other taxes or government fees, and (vii) carrying costs on the over-recovery or under-
recovery of the eligible biogas supply infrastructure costs. Under the bill, natural gas utilities 
can recover these eligible infrastructure costs on an ongoing basis through the gas component 
of the utility's rate structure or other recovery mechanism approved by the Commission. The 
bill provides that the biogas supply investment plan submitted by a natural gas utility may 
include an option to receive the biogas or sell the biogas at market prices and establishes a 
timeline for the Commission to approve such plan. The bill requires a natural gas utility with an 
approved biogas supply investment plan to annually file a report of the investments made, the 
eligible infrastructure costs incurred and the amount of such costs recovered, the volume of 
biogas delivered to customers or sold to third parties during the 12-month reporting period, 
and an analysis of the price of biogas delivered to customers and the market cost of biogas 
during the reporting period. 

Additionally, the bill directs the Department of Environmental Quality to convene a stakeholder 
work group to determine the feasibility of setting a statewide methane reduction goal and plan. 
The recommendations of the work group shall be reported to the General Assembly by July 1, 
2023. 
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HB 774/SB 499 Renewable energy facilities; SCC shall create a task force to analyze life cycle. 

Directs the State Corporation Commission, in consultation with the Department of Energy and 
the Department of Environmental Quality, to create a task force to analyze the life cycle of 
renewable energy facilities in the Commonwealth. The State Corporation Commission shall 
report the findings of the task force to the Governor and the Chairmen of the House Committee 
on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Conservation and Natural Resources no later than May 1, 2023.  

HB 894 Advanced small modular reactors; Department of Energy to study development in the 
Commonwealth. 

Requires the Department of Energy, in cooperation with the Virginia Nuclear Energy 
Consortium Authority, to convene a stakeholder work group to identify strategies and any 
needed public policies, including statutory or regulatory changes, for promoting the 
development of advanced small modular reactors in localities in the Commonwealth. The bill 
requires the Department of Energy to consider the economic development of rural Virginia 
while minimizing the impact on prime farmland a key priority in updating its Virginia Energy 
Plan. 

The bill requires the Virginia Cooperative Extension to develop and maintain a map or 
repository of prime farmland in the Commonwealth, in consultation with the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Department of Forestry, the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, and the Department of Energy. An initial report of such map or 
repository shall be submitted the Governor and the General Assembly by December 1, 2022. 

Finally, the bill requires the State Corporation Commission to develop a program to encourage 
and expedite infrastructure investments by Dominion Energy Virginia or American Electric 
Power, in industrial sites determined to be relevant and in high demand by the Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership. The bill requires such program to be implemented by 
December 1, 2022, and the Commission is required to submit a report including 
recommendations for such program by December 15, 2022, to the Governor and General 
Assembly. 

HB 1087 Solar photovoltaic projects; local taxation for projects less than five megawatts or 
less. 

Provides that generating equipment of solar photovoltaic projects five megawatts or less shall 
be taxable by a locality, at a rate determined by such locality, but shall not exceed the real 
estate rate applicable in that locality, and that the exemption shall be as follows: 80 percent of 
the assessed value in the first five years in service after commencement of commercial 
operation, 70 percent of the assessed value in the second five years in service, and 60 percent 
of the assessed value for all remaining years in service. The bill also provides that (i) solar 
photovoltaic projects five megawatts or less shall not be exempt from the assessment of a 
revenue share by ordinance of that locality and (ii) nothing in the bill shall be construed to 
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authorize local taxation of generating or storage equipment of solar photovoltaic projects that 
serve the electricity needs of that property upon which such solar facilities are located. The bill 
does not apply to projects five megawatts or less that were approved by a locality prior to July 
1, 2022.  

HB 1204 Renewable energy certificates; priority of procurement. 

Requires American Electric Power and Dominion Energy Virginia, for renewable energy portfolio 
standard (RPS) program compliance years 2023 and 2024, to prioritize procurement of 
renewable energy certificates (RECs) from renewable energy standard sources (RPS eligible 
sources) located in the Commonwealth, provided that such RECs are cost-competitive when 
compared with out-of-state sources at the time of procurement. Additionally, the bill requires 
each utility to include in its annual filing for RPS program compliance years 2023 and 2024 a 
plan for prioritizing procurement of RECs from RPS eligible sources that are both (i) cost-
competitive and (ii) eligible for the Virginia Brownfield and Coal Mine Renewable Energy Grant 
Fund and Program. 

HB 1225/SB 13 Energy performance-based contracts; roof replacement. 

Allows procurement of a roof replacement as part of a larger energy conservation or 
operational efficiency measure if such replacement is either necessary for the installation of 
such measure or if the contracting entity determines that the replacement of more than 20 
percent of the roof is necessary to install such measure. The bill requires such procurement to 
be publicly noticed on the Department of General Services' central electronic procurement 
website. Such procurement shall be designed by a licensed architect or professional engineer. 
Current law prohibits the inclusion of a roof replacement project as part of an energy 
performance-based contract.  

HB 1325 Local governments; additional powers, Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy 
financing programs. 

Changes the existing authorization for local governments to finance, by ordinance, clean 
energy, resiliency, and stormwater management programs to authorize the financing of eligible 
improvements to eligible properties, as defined in the bill, under C-PACE loan programs. The bill 
allows localities to delegate billing, collection, and remittance of C-PACE loan payments to a 
third party. 

HB 1326 Waste coal; removal in public interest. 

Provides that, in furtherance of the need to address the environmental hazards of abandoned 
coal mines, the removal of waste coal from previously mined sites in the coalfield region of the 
Commonwealth is in the public interest. The bill extends the sunset date for the Commission on 
Electric Utility Regulation from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2024, and provides that the Commission 
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may review information on the approximate volume and number of waste coal piles present in 
the coalfield region of the Commonwealth and options for cleaning up such waste coal piles. 

SB 353 Emergency Shelters Upgrade Assistance Grant Fund; funds to be paid to certain 
entities. 

Allows funds in the Emergency Shelters Upgrade Assistance Grant Fund to be paid to entities 
outlined in local shelter plans to install, maintain, or repair infrastructure for backup energy 
generation for emergency shelters, including solar energy generators, and improve the hazard-
specific structural integrity of shelter facilities owned by the locality or identified in the shelter 
plan of the locality. This bill incorporates SB 521.  

SB 502 Solar photovoltaic projects; local taxation for projects less than five megawatts. 

Provides that generating equipment of solar photovoltaic projects five megawatts or less shall 
be taxable by a locality, at a rate determined by such locality, but shall not exceed the real 
estate rate applicable in that locality, and that the exemption shall be as follows: 80 percent of 
the assessed value in the first five years in service after commencement of commercial 
operation, 70 percent of the assessed value in the second five years in service, and 60 percent 
of the assessed value for all remaining years in service. The bill also provides that (i) solar 
photovoltaic projects five megawatts or less shall not be exempt from the assessment of a 
revenue share by ordinance of that locality and (ii) nothing in the bill shall be construed to 
authorize local taxation of generating or storage equipment of solar photovoltaic projects that 
serve the electricity needs of that property upon which such solar facilities are located. If a 
locality assesses a revenue share on such projects, the amount of the exemption shall be 100 
percent of the assessed value. The bill does not apply to projects five megawatts or less that 
were approved by a locality prior to July 1, 2022.  

SB 660 Shared solar programs; evaluation for Phase I Utilities & electric cooperatives. 

Directs the State Corporation Commission to convene a stakeholder workgroup to evaluate 
shared solar programs for American Electric Power and requires the Commission to report on 
its findings to the Chairmen of the Senate Commerce and Labor and the House Commerce and 
Energy Committees by November 30, 2022. Additionally, the bill directs the Virginia, Maryland, 
and Delaware Association of Electric Cooperatives and the Coalition for Community Solar 
Access to jointly convene a stakeholder process to evaluate shared solar programs for electric 
cooperatives, and requires a report on its findings to the Chairmen of the Senate Commerce 
and Labor and the House Commerce and Energy Committees by November 30, 2022. This bill 
incorporates SB 659. 
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Environment and Water Resources 

HB 28/SB 292 Maury River; extends portion previously designated as scenic river by an 
additional 23.2 miles. 

Extends the portion of the Maury River previously designated as a state scenic river by an 
additional 23.2 miles.  

HB 49 James River; designates an additional portion as a component of Va. Scenic Rivers 
System. 

Designates an additional 37-mile portion of the James River running through Nelson and 
Appomattox Counties as a component of the Virginia Scenic Rivers System. The bill also 
provides that nothing in the Scenic Rivers Act shall preclude the construction, use, or removal 
of any asset that traverses certain portions of the James River. 

HB 148/SB 684 Certified pollution control equipment; certification by subdivisions. 

Provides that for pollution control equipment to be used as part of a political subdivision's 
water, wastewater, stormwater, or solid waste management facilities or systems, such 
equipment may be certified by the political subdivision itself instead of by the state certifying 
authority.  

HB 180/SB 184 Forest Sustainability Fund; created. 

Creates the Forest Sustainability Fund, to be administered by the State Forester. Localities that 
have adopted a use value assessment and taxation program for real estate devoted to forest 
use are eligible to apply for an allocation from the Fund. Awards are proportionally based upon 
the amount of revenue forgone in the previous fiscal year by localities due to the use value 
program.  

HB 184 Virginia Stormwater Management Programs; regional industrial facility authorities. 

Authorizes a locality that administers a Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP) or a 
Virginia Erosion and Stormwater Management Program (VESMP) to administer such program of 
a regional industrial facility authority of which the locality is a member. The bill requires that 
such administration be conducted in accordance with an agreement entered into with all 
relevant localities and the existing VSMP or VESMP for the property. 

HB 463/SB 141 Boat ramps; removes authorization for Department of Wildlife Resources to 
charge a fee for use. 

Removes the authorization for the Department of Wildlife Resources to charge a fee for the use 
of facilities that it manages but does not own and for the use of boat ramps that it owns or 
manages.  
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HB 516/SB 551 Flood resiliency & protection; implements recom. from first Va. Coastal 
Resilience Master Plan. 

Implements recommendations from the first Virginia Coastal Resilience Master Plan. The bill 
provides guidelines for the development of a Virginia Flood Protection Master Plan for the 
Commonwealth and requires that the Coastal Resilience Master Plan be updated by December 
31, 2022, and every five years thereafter. The bill establishes the Virginia Coastal Resilience 
Technical Advisory Committee to assist with the updates and requires the development of a 
community outreach and engagement plan to ensure meaningful involvement by affected and 
vulnerable community residents. The bill also requires that the Chief Resilience Officer report 
every two years, beginning July 1, 2023, on the status of flood resilience in the Commonwealth.  

HB 517 Chief Resilience Officer; clarifies designation and role. 

Clarifies the designation and role of the Chief Resilience Officer by moving the position from 
under the responsibility of the Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security to the 
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources and adding provisions related to the role of the 
Chief Resilience Officer in creating and overseeing the implementation of a Virginia Flood 
Protection Master Plan and a Virginia Coastal Resilience Master Plan. Under current law, the 
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources is designated the Chief Resilience Officer. This bill is 
a Chesapeake Bay Commission initiative.  

HB 548/SB 53 Chesapeake, City of; local government authority to require analysis of water. 

Adds the City of Chesapeake to the list of localities that may establish reasonable testing 
requirements to determine compliance with existing federal or state drinking water quality 
standards and require that such testing be done prior to the issuance of building permits.  

HB 657/SB 120 Waste coal piles; Department of Energy to identify volume & number, use of 
coal ash. 

Directs the Department of Energy, in cooperation with public institutions of higher education 
serving the coalfield region of the Commonwealth, to identify the approximate volume and 
number of waste coal piles present in the area and options for cleaning up such waste coal 
piles, including potential use in electricity generation. The Department of Energy shall report its 
findings and recommendations to the General Assembly by December 1, 2022. The bill also 
directs the Department of Energy to convene a working group to evaluate opportunities for the 
development of public infrastructure projects at current or proposed sites for the storage of 
coal ash in the Commonwealth. The working group shall report its findings and 
recommendations to the General Assembly by December 1, 2022.  

HB 769 Onsite sewage system pump-out oversight; certain localities. 

Requires the Department of Health (the Department), effective July 1, 2023, to manage and 
enforce onsite sewage system pump-out compliance for Accomack, Essex, Gloucester, King and 
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Queen, King William, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, Northampton, Northumberland, 
Richmond, and Westmoreland Counties and the incorporated towns within those counties. The 
bill requires licensed operators conducting onsite sewage system pump-outs that are managed 
by the Department in these localities to provide a report on the results of the site visit using a 
web-based reporting system developed by the Department. The bill also requires the Board of 
Health to establish a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violations of onsite treatment 
system pump-out requirements in localities in which compliance with such requirements is 
managed and enforced by the Department and provides that any person who violates such 
requirements in a locality in which compliance is managed and enforced by the Department is 
guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

HB 771 Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area information; local gov't in Tidewater Va. shall 
publish on website. 

Requires each locality in Tidewater Virginia to publish on its website the criteria and elements 
adopted by the locality to implement its local plan as required by the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Act. 

HB 831/SB 248 Digestate; definition, definition of anaerobic digestion. 

Clarifies that a regulated product, for the purposes of fertilizer law, includes digestate. 
Digestate is defined in the bill as a biologically stable material derived from the process of 
anaerobic digestion. The bill also includes digestate in fertilizer labeling requirements.  

HB 919 Maximum contaminant levels (MCLs) in water supplies and waterworks; Board of 
Health regulations. 

Provides that the Board of Health shall review the recommendations of any work group 
convened by the Commissioner of Health after July 1, 2022, to study the occurrence of certain 
contaminants in public drinking water prior to adopting regulations establishing maximum 
contaminant levels (MCLs) in all water supplies and waterworks in the Commonwealth for (i) 
perfluorooctanoic acid, perfluorooctane sulfonate, and such other perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances as the Board deems necessary, (ii) chromium-6, and (iii) 1,4-dioxane. 
The bill also provides the Commissioner the option of establishing a work group to study the 
occurrence of such contaminants and to report to the Governor and the Chairmen of the House 
Committees on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources and Health, Welfare and 
Institutions and the Senate Committees on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources 
and Education and Health by December 1, 2022. 

HB 1067/SB 355 Enhanced Nutrient Removal Certainty Program; Fredericksburg waste water 
treatment facility. 

Adds the Fredericksburg wastewater treatment facility to the list of priority projects for the 
Enhanced Nutrient Removal Certainty Program. The bill provides that the new nutrient 
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technology requirements applicable to the Fredericksburg wastewater treatment facility shall 
take effect when the expanded facility receives its certificate to operate.  

HB 1287 Procured plastic materials; DGS to direct state agencies to identify recycled content 
amounts. 

Requires the Department of General Services (DGS), in determining the award of any contract 
for plastic materials to be purchased for use by agencies of the Commonwealth, to procure 
using competitive sealed bidding and give preference to bidders that supply materials 
containing plastic recycled content, as long as such materials are cost competitive with 
materials that do not contain plastic recycled content. The bill directs DGS to promulgate 
regulations to (i) in consultation with the Virginia Manufacturers Association, define "cost 
competitive" for purposes of the implementation of the bill and (ii) establish a system that 
requires an incremental increase in the minimum percentage of plastic recycled content 
required to be included in materials in order for a bidder to be given preference in the 
procurement process, as follows: (a) 10 percent plastic recycled content by January 1, 2025; (b) 
20 percent plastic recycled content by January 1, 2028; and (c) 30 percent plastic recycled 
content by January 1, 2030.  

HB 1297 Comprehensive water supply; planning process. 

Directs the State Water Control Board to consider existing interjurisdictional arrangements in 
designating comprehensive water supply regional planning areas and to provide a mechanism 
for a locality to request, subject to approval by the Department of Environmental Quality, a 
change of its designated regional planning area to an adjoining planning area.  

HB 1309/SB 756 Resilient Virginia Revolving Loan Fund; created. 

Creates the Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund. The bill provides guidelines for deposits, 
expenditures, and investments and requires an annual audit of the Virginia Resources 
Authority. The bill provides that the Fund be used for loans or to refinance projects for local 
governments or to give grants to them, provides that the Fund may be used by local 
governments for loans or grants to persons of the Commonwealth eligible for projects for 
resilience purposes, and establishes guidelines for the priority of such loans and grants.  

HB 1319 Beneficial hardwood management practices; creates a nonrefundable income tax 
credit. 

Creates a nonrefundable income tax credit for taxable years 2022 through 2026 for expenses 
incurred by a taxpayer for the implementation of beneficial hardwood management practices. 
The credit equals the lesser of the actual expenses or $1,000. The bill requires the Tax 
Commissioner, in coordination with the State Forester, to establish guidelines for claiming the 
credit and provides that any unused credit may be carried forward by the taxpayer for five 
taxable years following the taxable year for which the credit was issued. The credit is subject to 
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an aggregate annual cap of $1 million that will be administered by the Department of Forestry 
on a first-come, first-served basis.  

As of June 30, LIS shows this bill awaiting final action by the Governor. 

HB 1322 Living shorelines; modifies definition to include "other structural and organic 
materials." 

Defines "other structural and organic materials" authorized to be used in a living shoreline to 
include a variety of natural or man-made materials. 

HJ 16/SJ 35 Coastal Flooding, Joint Subcommittee on; continued as the Joint Subcommittee 
on Recurrent Flooding. 

Continues the Joint Subcommittee on Coastal Flooding as the Joint Subcommittee on Recurrent 
Flooding for two additional years, through the 2023 interim. The resolution expands the review 
of the joint subcommittee to include riverine and stormwater flooding. The joint subcommittee 
is directed to recommend short-term and long-term strategies for minimizing the impact of 
flooding.  

SB 187 Nutrient credits; DEQ to accelerate release of credits generated by stream restoration 
project. 

Allows the Department of Environmental Quality to accelerate the release of nutrient credits 
generated by a stream restoration project based on (i) a determination that the level of risk is 
low, (ii) the provision of additional financial assurance, and (iii) the experience of the applicant. 
The provisions of the bill become effective 30 days after the Department of Environmental 
Quality issues guidance regarding its implementation. 

SB 188 Nutrient credit stream restoration projects; use of third-party long-term stewards. 

Authorizes the Department of Environmental Quality to allow the use of third-party long-term 
stewards to hold and manage the long-term management fund to maintain stream restoration 
projects. 

SB 537 Trees; replacement and conservation during development process, powers of local 
government. 

Prevents the prohibition or the unreasonable limitation of silvicultural activities related to the 
replacement of trees during the development process and the conservation of trees during the 
land development process in certain localities. The bill specifies provisions related to the 
replacement of trees during the development process in localities and allows that any locality 
may adopt an ordinance providing for the planting and replacement of trees during the 
development process. Further, the bill specifies provisions related to the conservation of trees 
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during the development process in localities and allows that any locality may adopt an 
ordinance providing for the conservation of trees during the land development process. The bill 
directs specified stakeholders and parties to meet at least twice prior to the 2023 Session of the 
General Assembly to consider specified topics. The bill directs the participants to report their 
recommendations to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns and 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources by December 1, 
2022. The provisions of the bill related to the conservation of trees during the development 
process do not become effective unless reenacted by the 2023 General Assembly.  
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Housing and Building Codes 
 
Building Codes 

HB 1289 Uniform Statewide Building Code; exemption for certain use and occupancy 
classifications. 

Directs the Board of Housing and Community Development to consider, during the next code 
development cycle, revising the Uniform Statewide Building Code (the Building Code) to 
provide an exemption from any requirements in the energy efficiency standards in the Building 
Code and the 2018 Virginia Energy Conservation Code (the Energy Conservation Code), and any 
subsequent amendments to the Building Code and the Energy Conservation Code, for the use 
and occupancy classifications of (i) Section 306, Factory Group F; (ii) Section 311, Storage Group 
S; and (iii) Section 312, Utility and Miscellaneous Group U.  

SB 145 Subaqueous beds; unlawful use, replacement of piers. 

Excludes the maintenance or replacement of previously authorized piers from Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission permitting requirements, so long as the reconstructed pier is in the 
existing footprint of the original pier. 

SB 740 Common interest communities; standards for structural integrity and reserves for 
capital components. 

Directs the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (the Department) to 
establish a work group to study the adequacy of current laws addressing standards for 
structural integrity and for maintaining reserves to repair, replace, or restore capital 
components in common interest communities. The bill directs the Department to report the 
work group's findings and provide recommendations, including any legislative 
recommendations, to the Chairs of the House Committee on General Laws and the Senate 
Committee on General Laws and Technology no later than April 1, 2023.  

 

Housing 
 
HB 158/SB 4 Emergency Services and Disaster Law; limitation on duration of executive orders. 

Limits the duration of any executive order issued by the Governor pursuant to his powers under 
the Emergency Services and Disaster Law to no more than 45 days from the date of issuance. 
The bill provides that if the General Assembly does not take any action on the rule, regulation, 
or order within the 45 days during which the rule, regulation, or order is effective, the Governor 
shall thereafter be prohibited from issuing the same or a similar rule, regulation, or order 



 15 

relating to the same emergency. Under current law, once issued, such executive orders are 
effective until June 30 following the next regular session of the General Assembly. This bill 
incorporates SB 166 and SB 731. 

HB 214 Redevelopment and housing authorities; naming convention. 

Provides that a locality that establishes a redevelopment and housing authority may name such 
authority an appropriate name and title. Current law requires the authority to be known as the 
"___________ (insert name of locality) Redevelopment and Housing Authority." The bill 
contains technical amendments.  

HB 239/SB 263 Housing & Supportive Services ILT initiative; housing & services to include 
adults 65 yrs. or older. 

Directs the Department for Housing and Community Development to expand the existing 
Housing and Supportive Services Interagency Leadership Team (ILT) initiative to include adults 
65 years of age or older as a target subpopulation and seek input from appropriate 
stakeholders to facilitate the development of strategies for increasing the supply of permanent 
supportive housing for adults 65 years of age or older.  

HB 284 Real Estate Appraiser Board; continuing education to include fair housing or appraisal 
bias courses. 

Provides that any regulation of the Real Estate Appraiser Board setting out continuing 
education requirements for real estate appraiser licensees as a prerequisite of license renewal 
shall include at least two hours of fair housing or appraisal bias courses if the Board requires 
continuing education for the renewal of such licenses. The bill directs the Real Estate Appraiser 
Board to promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this act that include a course of 
at least two hours relating to fair housing or appraisal bias and exempts the initial adoption of 
such regulations from the Administrative Process Act, except that the Board shall provide an 
opportunity for public comment prior to adoption of the regulations. The bill has a delayed 
effective date of July 1, 2023.  

HB 400 Real property; affordable housing. 

Includes the Rental Assistance Demonstration program in the list of federal laws whose 
restrictions shall be considered in determining the fair market value of real property that is 
operated as affordable rental housing.  

HB 402 Landlords, participation; tax credit. 

Expands the tax credit for participating landlords to all census tracts in Virginia in which less 
than 10 percent of the residents live below the poverty level. Under current law, the credit is 
limited to census tracts in the Richmond Metropolitan Statistical Area, the Washington-
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Arlington-Alexandria Metropolitan Statistical Area, or the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News 
Metropolitan Statistical Area in which less than 10 percent of the residents live below the 
poverty level.  

HB 702 Va. Residential Property Disclosure Act; required disclosures, maximum lot coverage. 

Requires that the owner of residential real property include in the residential property 
disclosure statement provided to a potential purchaser of such residential real property a 
statement that the owner makes no representation with respect to current lot lines or the 
ability to expand, improve, or add any structures on the property and that the potential 
purchaser is advised to exercise necessary due diligence, including obtaining a property survey 
and contacting the locality to determine zoning ordinances or lot coverage, height, or setback 
requirements on the property. 

HB 717 Unaccompanied homeless youths; consent for housing services. 

Provides that an unaccompanied homeless youth shall be deemed an adult for the purpose of 
consenting to housing, including emergency shelter, and establishes requirements for providers 
of housing, including emergency shelter, for unaccompanied homeless youths. The bill directs 
the Board of Social Services to adopt regulations for implementation of the bill and directs the 
Department of Social Services to establish a work group to make recommendations to the 
Board regarding such regulations and to develop recommendations regarding authorizing 
unaccompanied homeless youth to consent to medical care.  

HB 1063 Public accommodations, employment, and housing; prohibited discrimination on the 
basis of religion. 

Clarifies that "religion" as it relates to freedom of expression includes any outward expression 
of religious faith in contexts where discrimination on the basis of religion is prohibited. 

HB 1065 Manufactured home lot rental agreements and public notices; work group to 
develop sample documents. 

Directs the Department of Housing and Community Development to convene a work group 
consisting of representatives from the Virginia Housing Development Authority, manufactured 
home park owners and residents, attorneys with relevant expertise, and other relevant 
stakeholders for the purposes of developing a sample manufactured home lot rental agreement 
and sample manufactured home park notices regarding an intent to sell.  

HB 1122 Manufactured homes, certain; release of manufactured home records. 

Requires the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles to furnish vehicle information 
for a manufactured home to a bona fide prospective purchaser or home owner of such 
manufactured home, real estate agent, title insurer, settlement agent, attorney, manufactured 
home dealer, manufactured home broker, or loan officer upon such individuals meeting certain 
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requirements and prohibits the Department from disposing of any vehicle information for any 
manufactured home.  

HB 1194 Industrial Development and Revenue Bond Act; affordable housing grants. 

Authorizes an industrial development authority to make grants associated with the 
construction of affordable housing in order to promote safe and affordable housing in the 
Commonwealth and to benefit thereby the safety, health, welfare, and prosperity of the 
inhabitants of the Commonwealth.  

HB 1286 Housing Authorities Law; notice of intent to dispose of housing projects. 

Removes the requirement that any housing authority required to submit an application to the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to demolish, liquidate, or otherwise 
dispose of such housing project also serve a notice to any agency that would be responsible for 
administering tenant-based rental assistance to persons who would otherwise be displaced 
from the housing project. The bill shortens from 12 to six the number of months prior to such 
application submission date required before the housing authority serves notice of intent to the 
Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and each tenant residing in the 
housing project. The bill prohibits the housing authority from requiring a tenant currently 
residing in such housing project to surrender possession of his unit until at least 12 months 
after serving the notice required by the bill except as otherwise provided by law.  

SB 24 Eviction Diversion Pilot Program; extends sunset date, report. 

Extends from July 1, 2023, to July 1, 2024, the expiration date of the Eviction Diversion Pilot 
Program. The bill also requires the Virginia Housing Commission to submit an interim report no 
later than November 30, 2022, and a final report no later November 30, 2023.  

SB 40 Assisted living facilities; involuntary discharge, safeguards for residents. 

Requires that regulations of the Board of Social Services regarding involuntary discharges of 
residents from assisted living facilities provide certain safeguards for residents, including a 
description of the reasons for which a resident may be involuntarily discharged, certain notice 
requirements, a requirement that the facility make reasonable efforts to resolve any issues 
upon which the discharge is based, and the provision of information regarding the resident's 
right to appeal the facility's decision to discharge the resident.  

SB 47 Income tax, state; housing opportunity tax credits. 

Removes the $15 million credit cap imposed on the Virginia Housing Opportunity Tax Credit and 
allows taxpayers to receive a state-level credit in an amount substantially similar to the amount 
of federal credit allocated or allowed by the Virginia Housing Development Authority for 10 
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years. Under current law, the Virginia Housing Development Authority is required to allocate 
the credit for one year only. 

As of June 30, LIS shows this bill awaiting final action by the Governor. 

SB 60 Political subdivisions; powers and duties, emergency management assessment. 

that all political subdivisions shall provide an annually updated emergency management 
assessment and data related to emergency sheltering capabilities to the State Coordinator of 
Emergency Management on or before August 1 of each year. Under current law, such 
assessment and data is due to the State Coordinator of Emergency Management on or before 
May 1 of each year. 

SB 69 Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act; rental agreements, child care. 

Allows a rental agreement to contain provisions allowing for the tenant's operation of properly 
licensed and authorized child care services.  

SB 740 Common interest communities; standards for structural integrity and reserves for 
capital components. 

Directs the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (the Department) to 
establish a work group to study the adequacy of current laws addressing standards for 
structural integrity and for maintaining reserves to repair, replace, or restore capital 
components in common interest communities. The bill directs the Department to report the 
work group's findings and provide recommendations, including any legislative 
recommendations, to the Chairs of the House Committee on General Laws and the Senate 
Committee on General Laws and Technology no later than April 1, 2023.  

 
 

 
 
 
  



 19 

Administration of Local Government 
 
Elections and Redistricting 

HB 55/SB 211 Voter registration; list of decedent transmitted by St. Reg. of Vital Records to 
Dept. of Elections. 

Requires the State Registrar of Vital Records to transmit to the Department of Elections a 
weekly list of decedents from the previous week. Currently, this list is transmitted monthly. The 
bill requires the general registrars to use this information to conduct list maintenance and to 
promptly cancel the registration of a person on the list.  

HB 125 Elections; political campaign advertisements, violations, civil penalties not to exceed 
$25,000. 

Provides that sponsors violating political campaign advertisement disclosure laws with 
advertisements or campaign telephone calls are subject to a civil penalty not to exceed 
$25,000.  

HB 195 Polling places; location requirements, waiver in certain circumstances. 

Provides that in the event that there is no suitable building that could be used for a polling 
place within a precinct or within one mile of the precinct boundary, the general registrar or the 
governing body of the locality may request from the Department of Elections a waiver to 
establish a polling place that does not meet the location requirements. The bill provides that 
the Department shall grant such a waiver and may impose any conditions on the waiver that it 
deems necessary or appropriate to ensure accessibility and security of the polling place and 
compliance with any other requirements of state or federal law.  

HB 205/SB 80 Election officials, state and local; acceptance of certain gifts and funding 
prohibited, etc. 

Prohibits state and local elections officials from soliciting, accepting, using, or disposing of any 
moneys, grants, property, or services given by a private individual or nongovernmental entity 
for the purpose of funding voter education and outreach programs, voter registration 
programs, or any other expense incurred in the conduct of elections. The bill specifically 
provides that it is not a violation of this prohibition to (i) operate a polling place or voter 
satellite office in a facility furnished by a private individual or nongovernmental entity or (ii) 
accept a federal government grant funded in whole or part by donations from private 
individuals or nongovernmental entities.  
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HB 439 Absentee ballots; information on proposed constitutional amendments. 

Provides that whenever there is a proposed constitutional amendment or statewide 
referendum on the ballot, the printed instructions with the absentee ballot materials are 
required to include the website address where the explanation for such amendment or 
referendum is posted on the Department of Elections' website. 

HB 492 Campaign finance; record retention requirements and reviews of campaign finance 
disclosure reports. 

Requires campaign committee treasurers to retain certain records that may be used in reviews 
of campaign committee accounts. The bill gives the Department of Elections the authority and 
duty to conduct reviews of a percentage of campaign committees and to report the results of 
such reviews annually to the State Board of Elections, the Governor, and the General Assembly 
and make such report available on the Department's website. The bill has a delayed effective 
date of January 1, 2024, and provides that campaign finance reports filed prior to January 1, 
2024, are not subject to the provisions of the bill. 

HB 542 Elections administration; reclassification of assistant registrars. 

Reclassifies assistant registrars as deputy registrars. 

HB 895/SB 370 Elections; local electoral boards & general registrars to perform certain risk-
limiting audits, etc. 

Requires local electoral boards and general registrars to perform certain risk-limiting audits, 
defined in the bill, under the supervision of the Department of Elections and in accordance with 
the procedures prescribed by the State Board of Elections with a risk limit of at least 10 percent. 
The bill provides that localities are required to participate in such audits at least once every five 
years. The bill also provides that the Department shall submit a report on the results of such 
audits to the State Board. The provisions of the bill requiring that such audits be conducted (i) 
for at least one randomly selected contested race for the General Assembly in the year of a 
general election for members of the General Assembly and (ii) for any other contested race that 
is necessary to ensure that each locality participates in a risk-limiting audit of an office within its 
jurisdiction at least once every five years or that the State Board finds appropriate have a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2023. The provision of the bill requiring that such audits be 
conducted for at least one randomly selected contested race for an office that requires 
certification by the State Board in the year of general election for any local office has a delayed 
effective date of July 1, 2024. The bill also requires the Department to convene a work group to 
consider and propose a process and timeline for implementing risk-limiting audits of statewide 
contests.  
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HB 902/SB 283 Augusta County; removal of county courthouse, authorization by electorate. 

Allows Augusta County to hold a referendum on the courthouse removal in 2022, despite the 
10-year waiting requirement, if plans are developed for (i) relocating to a newly constructed 
courthouse in Augusta County and (ii) either (a) the renovation and expansion of the current 
courthouse in the City of Staunton or (b) the construction of a new courthouse in the City of 
Staunton. The bill specifies that both plans are to be schematic, prepared by a licensed 
architect, include good faith estimates of the costs of construction, including necessary 
acquisition of property, and be made available to the public at least two months before the 
planned referendum. The result of the referendum shall be binding. The bill also directs the 
architect preparing the plans to consider options for reducing record storage space 
requirements and for shared use of facilities within Staunton and to develop a plan for the 
preservation of the existing courthouse regardless of which plan is chosen.  

HB 927/SB 3 Voting systems; reporting absentee results by precinct, definitions. 

Includes in the definition of "voting system" on-demand ballot printing systems and ballot 
marking devices used to manufacture or mark ballots to be cast by voters on electronic voting 
and counting machines. The bill also requires general registrars to report to the Department of 
Elections the number and results of absentee ballots cast by voters assigned to each precinct in 
the registrar's locality. The Department is directed by the bill to establish standards for 
ascertaining and reporting such information. This bill incorporates SB 306. 

HB 1140 Voter registration; cancellation of registration, notice requirement. 

Requires general registrars to provide notice of the cancellation of a voter's registration to the 
voter by mail to the address listed in the voter's registration record and by email to the email 
address provided on the voter's registration application, if one was provided.  

HB 1311/SB 699 Waynesboro, City of; amending charter, elections and appointments. 

Changes the composition of the council of the City of Waynesboro to have one member from 
each of the four wards, who must reside in that ward and be elected by the voters of that ward, 
and one member at large, who can reside in any ward and is elected by the voters at large. The 
bill changes the position of chairman to that of mayor and creates a vice mayor position. The 
bill extends from one year to two years the term of other city officers, including city manager 
and city clerk. The bill changes dates to reflect the change of elections from May to November 
and the start of terms from July to January.  

SB 698 Lists of persons voting at elections; creation of searchable public lists prohibited. 

Prohibits the recipient of a list of registered voters from publishing on the Internet any of the 
information contained in such list as a list, database, or other similar searchable format or 
providing information contained in a list of registered voters to a third party for such purpose. 
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Eminent Domain 

SB 9 Eminent domain; payment of judgment, attorney fees. 

Provides for attorney fees to be awarded in eminent domain cases in which there is a judgment 
for a property owner if such judgment is not paid within the time required by law.  

SB 666 Eminent domain; redefines lost access and lost profits. 

Redefines "lost profits" for the purposes of determining just compensation in eminent domain 
cases.  

SB 694 Eminent domain; various changes to the laws pertaining to condemnation procedures. 

Makes various changes to the laws pertaining to condemnation procedures, including (i) 
providing that localities shall not condition or delay the timely advancement or approval of any 
application for or grant of any permit or other approval for real property for the purpose of 
allowing the condemnation or acquisition of the property; (ii) redefining "lost access" for the 
purposes of determining just compensation (iii) requiring a condemnor to provide the property 
owner with a copy of its title report and all recorded instruments found in the title examination; 
(iv) requiring the clerk of the court, when funds are paid into the court during a condemnation 
proceeding, to deposit such funds into an interest-bearing account; (v) requiring the court to 
order the condemnor to reimburse the property owner for the reasonable costs and fees, not 
to exceed $7,500, for a survey (under current law, this amount is capped at $1,000); (vi) 
requiring temporary construction easements to have an expiration date included in the 
recorded certificate and requiring condemnors to record a certificate of completion within 90 
days upon completion of construction of any public use project for which a portion of private 
property was taken; (vii) requiring that a condemnor that has been sued for just compensation 
pursuant to a "quick-take" condemnation procedure to reimburse the property owner for his 
fees and costs incurred in filing the petition; and (viii) permitting the owner of property that the 
Commissioner of Highways has taken to petition the circuit court for the appointment of 
commissioners or the empanelment of a jury to determine just compensation under certain 
circumstances and requiring the Commissioner of Highways to reimburse the owner for his fees 
and costs incurred in filing the petition. 

 
 
FOIA 

HB 150 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; local public bodies to post meeting minutes on 
its website. 

Requires, with certain exceptions outlined in the bill, any local public body subject to the 
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act to post meeting minutes on its official 
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public government website, if any, within seven working days of final approval of the minutes. 
The bill provides that if a local public body does not own or maintain an official public 
government website, it shall make copies of all meeting minutes available no later than seven 
working days after the conclusion of a meeting at a prominent public location in which meeting 
notices are regularly posted, at the office of the clerk of the public body, or, in the case of a 
public body that has no clerk, at the office of the chief administrator.  

HB 307 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; estimated charges for records. 

Provides that a public body subject to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act shall make all 
reasonable efforts to supply records requested by a citizen at the lowest possible cost. The bill 
also requires a public body, prior to conducting a search for records, to notify the requester in 
writing of the public body's right to make reasonable charges not to exceed its actual cost 
incurred in accessing, duplicating, supplying, or searching for requested records and inquire of 
the requester whether he would like to request a cost estimate in advance of the supplying of 
the requested records. 

HB 444 Va. Freedom of Information Act; meetings conducted through electronic meetings, 
states of emergency. 

Amends existing provisions concerning electronic meetings by keeping the provisions for 
electronic meetings held in response to declared states of emergency, repealing the provisions 
that are specific to regional and state public bodies, and allowing certain public bodies to 
conduct all-virtual public meetings where all of the members who participate do so remotely 
and that the public may access through electronic communications means. The bill excepts local 
governing bodies, local school boards, planning commissions, architectural review boards, 
zoning appeals boards, and any board with the authority to deny, revoke, or suspend a 
professional or occupational license from the provisions that allow public bodies to conduct all-
virtual public meetings. Definitions, procedural requirements, and limitations for all-virtual 
public meetings are set forth in the bill, along with technical amendments. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of September 1, 2022. 

HB 734 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; disclosure of certain criminal records. 

Provides that (i) criminal investigative files relating to a criminal investigation or proceeding 
that is not ongoing are excluded from the mandatory disclosure provisions of the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act, though they may be disclosed by the custodian of such records to 
certain individuals except as otherwise provided in the bill, and (ii) with the exception of 
disclosure to an attorney representing a petitioner or inspection by an attorney or a person 
proceeding pro se in a petition for a writ of habeas corpus or writ of actual innocence or any 
other federal or state post-conviction proceeding or pardon, no criminal investigative file or 
portion thereof shall be disclosed to any requester except (a) the victim; (b) the victim's 
immediate family members, if the victim is deceased and the immediate family member to 
which the records are to be disclosed is not a person of interest or a suspect in the criminal 
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investigation; or (c) the victim's parent or guardian, if the victim is a minor and the parent or 
guardian is not a person of interest or a suspect in the criminal investigation or proceeding, 
unless the public body has made reasonable efforts to notify any such individual of the request 
for such information. Upon receipt of notice that a public body has received a request for 
criminal investigative files, such persons shall have 14 days to file in an appropriate court for an 
injunction to prevent disclosure of the records and the time period within which the public 
body has to respond to the underlying request shall be tolled pending the notification process 
and any subsequent disposition by the court. The bill requires the court to consider certain 
information in making its determination and provides that a public body shall be prohibited 
from responding to the request until at least 14 days have passed from the time notice was 
received by any such individual listed in clauses (a), (b), or (c) and shall not disclose any criminal 
investigative files if the court awards an injunction. This bill incorporates HB 890. 

HB 970 Public agencies; exclusion from mandatory disclosure, privacy of personal 
information, penalty. 

Provides that public agencies shall not request personal donor information, defined in the bill, 
from (i) any individual or any entity organized under § 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code or 
(ii) any bidder, offeror, or contractor of an agency. The bill prohibits such public agencies from 
disclosing personal information without the express, written permission of every individual who 
is identifiable from the potential release of such personal information, including individuals 
identifiable as members, supporters, or volunteers of, or donors to, the agency. The bill 
exempts the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act of 2006 from the requirements that public 
agencies protect personal information and refrain from requesting personal information.  

HB 1303/SB 5 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; Virginia Parole Board member votes. 

Provides that individual votes of the members of the Virginia Parole Board are public records 
and subject to the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.  

SB 152 FOIA and FOIA Advisory Council; definition of official public government website. 

Defines "official public government website" as it applies to the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act and the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council as any Internet site 
controlled by a public body and used, among any other purposes, to post required notices and 
other content pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act on behalf of the public body. 
This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council.  

SB 324 Public agencies; privacy of personal information. 

Provides that public agencies shall not request personal information, defined in the bill, from (i) 
any individual or any entity organized under § 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) any 
bidder, offeror, or contractor of an agency. The bill prohibits such public agencies from 
disclosing personal information without the express, written permission of every individual who 
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is identifiable from the potential release of such personal information, including individuals 
identifiable as members, supporters, or volunteers of, or donors to, the agency. The bill 
exempts the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act of 2006 from the requirements that public 
agencies protect personal information and refrain from requesting personal information.  

As of June 30, LIS shows this bill awaiting final action by the Governor. 

 

Local Authority 

HB 32/SB 294 Bath County; fee for solid waste disposal. 

Adds Bath County to the list of counties that may by ordinance, and after a public hearing, levy 
a fee for the management of solid waste not to exceed the actual cost incurred by the county in 
removing and disposing of solid waste. The bill also grants Bath County various powers with 
regard to collection of the fee, including to levy penalties and interest for late payment and 
unpaid fees, to require payment of the fee prior to approval of certain land use applications, 
and to provide discounts to the standard fee rates for certain older and disabled persons.  

HB 167 Localities; publication of notice in newspaper. 

Provides that in any instance in which a locality has submitted a correct and timely notice 
request to a newspaper published or having general circulation in the locality and such 
newspaper fails to publish the notice, or publishes the notice incorrectly, such locality shall be 
deemed to have met the appropriate notice requirements so long as the notice was published 
in the next available edition of a newspaper having general circulation in the locality.  

HB 173 Martinsville, City of; approval of voters before city can revert to town status, sunset 
provision. 

Requires approval from the City of Martinsville voters before the city can revert to town status. 
The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2026.  

HB 216/SB 57 Conflict of Interests Act, State and Local Government; definition of gift, certain 
tickets, etc. 

Exempts from the definition of gift tickets and registration or admission fees to an event that 
are provided by an agency to its own officers or employees for the purposes of performing 
official duties related to the officer's or employee's public service.  

HB 267/SB 12 Taxes, local; surplus revenues. 

Grants localities permissive authority to return surplus personal property tax revenues to 
taxpayers. Under current law, localities may return only surplus real property tax revenues.  
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HB 298 Land bank ordinances; disposition. 

Authorizes localities to petition the circuit court to appoint a special commissioner to, in lieu of 
a sale at public auction, convey certain real estate having delinquent taxes or liens to the 
locality's land bank entity or an existing nonprofit entity designated by the locality to carry out 
the functions of a land bank entity. Currently, such real estate may be conveyed only to the 
locality itself. The bill also allows real estate that contains a derelict building and has delinquent 
taxes and liens exceeding 25 percent of its assessed value to be conveyed via special 
commissioner, in lieu of a sale at public auction, to the locality, the locality's land bank entity, or 
such existing nonprofit entity. The bill requires a land bank entity or existing nonprofit entity 
that receives such parcels to pay any surplusage above the amount of unpaid taxes or liens to 
the former owners or other parties with an interest in the property. 

HB 368 Refunds of local taxes; authority of treasurer. 

Increases from $5,000 to $10,000 the maximum amount that the governing body of a locality 
may authorize its treasurer to approve and issue for a refund of taxes paid as a result of an 
erroneous tax assessment. 

HB 377 Charitable institutions and associations; organizations applying for or receiving public 
funds, etc. 

Provides that no organization shall be prohibited from applying for or receiving public funds as 
part of a neutral grant or funding program from a locality on the basis of the organization's 
religious status, provided that all government funds received from the locality are used to 
provide community services for secular purposes, and further provides that nothing in the bill 
shall be construed to absolve or change any existing right or obligation created by certain 
provisions of the Virginia Human Rights Act or related to the exercise of religion. 

HB 396 Electric utilities; municipal net energy metering. 

Updates provisions related to American Electric Power's participation in a municipal net energy 
metering pilot program and creates similar requirements for a municipal net energy metering 
pilot program for Dominion Energy Virginia, with a duration of the pilot program for Dominion 
Energy Virginia until July 1, 2028. The bill directs the State Corporation Commission to review 
the municipal net energy metering pilot program for Dominion Energy Virginia in 2024 and 
every two years thereafter. The bill clarifies that the aggregated capacity of generation facilities 
subject to a net metering pilot program conducted by any utility shall not be considered part of 
the aggregate net metering cap established pursuant to the Virginia Clean Economy Act. 
However, the aggregated capacity of generation facilities under each utility's pilot program that 
is part of a third-party power purchase agreement shall constitute a portion of the existing limit 
on pilot programs with third-party power purchase agreements. 
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HB 429/SB 225 Virginia Public Procurement Act; architectural and professional engineering 
term contracting. 

Provides that the sum of all projects performed in an architectural and professional engineering 
contract term shall not exceed $10 million, and the fee for any single project shall not exceed 
$2.5 million. The bill allows a contract for multiple architectural or professional engineering 
projects to be renewable for up to three additional terms at the option of the public body. 
Current law limits the sum of all projects performed in a one-year contract term to $750,000, 
with up to four additional one-year terms at the option of the public body, and limits the fee for 
any single project to $150,000, with specific exceptions to those limits, including a limit for total 
projects for rail projects of $5 million and for highway projects, $8 million. The bill also removes 
specific agency and locality exceptions to such current limits. This bill incorporates HB 438. 

HB 437 Localities; public meeting during state project planning phase. 

Allows a locality the option to request a public meeting in the locality during the planning phase 
of a public facilities state project from the state agency or institution of higher education 
responsible for such project. 

HB 443 Park authorities; authority to operate, etc., electric vehicle charging stations. 

Gives park authorities created by a locality the authority to locate, operate, regulate the use of, 
and install signage relating to electric vehicle (EV) charging stations on property under its 
jurisdiction. The bill adds park authorities to the list of entities for which provision of electricity 
for EV charging is exempt from the definition of retail sale of electricity. The bill adds park 
authorities to the list of entities that the State Corporation Commission cannot regulate or 
prescribe the rates, charges, and fees for retail EV charging service. 

HB 548/SB 53 Chesapeake, City of; local government authority to require analysis of water. 

Adds the City of Chesapeake to the list of localities that may establish reasonable testing 
requirements to determine compliance with existing federal or state drinking water quality 
standards and require that such testing be done prior to the issuance of building permits.  

HB 677 Posting of notices; electronic posting on public government website of the locality, 
etc. 

Requires any notice, summons, order, or other official document of any type that is required to 
be posted on or at the front door of a courthouse or on a public bulletin board at the 
courthouse to also be posted on the public government website of the locality served by the 
court or on the website of the circuit court clerk. Under current law, the website posting is 
sufficient when such official document is required to be posted at the courthouse. As 
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2024. 
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HB 710 Local government; hiring people with disabilities. 

Requires any locality to take into consideration or give preference to an individual's status as a 
person with a disability in its employment hiring policies and practices, provided that such 
person with a disability meets all of the knowledge, skills, and eligibility requirements for the 
available position. 

HB 911 Approved local volunteer activities; enables localities to provide credit against taxes & 
fees. 

Enables localities, by ordinance, to provide a credit against taxes and fees imposed by the 
locality to an individual who provides approved volunteer services in the locality. As defined in 
the bill, "approved volunteer services" includes (i) volunteer first responders or (ii) individuals 
who perform volunteer services to a nonprofit organization or to the locality, if such services 
are approved by the locality. The bill specifies that the credit shall not be applied against any 
property taxes or payments in lieu of property taxes. The bill gives localities discretion to 
determine which taxes or fees are permissible uses of the credit and which services qualify for 
the credit. 

HB 970 Public agencies; exclusion from mandatory disclosure, privacy of personal 
information, penalty. 

Provides that public agencies shall not request personal donor information, defined in the bill, 
from (i) any individual or any entity organized under § 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code or 
(ii) any bidder, offeror, or contractor of an agency. The bill prohibits such public agencies from 
disclosing personal information without the express, written permission of every individual who 
is identifiable from the potential release of such personal information, including individuals 
identifiable as members, supporters, or volunteers of, or donors to, the agency. The bill 
exempts the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act of 2006 from the requirements that public 
agencies protect personal information and refrain from requesting personal information.  

HB 1191/SB 361 Marcus alert system; participation in the system is optional for localities, etc. 

Extends the date by which localities shall establish voluntary databases to be made available to 
the 9-1-1 alert system and the Marcus alert system to provide relevant mental health 
information and emergency contact information for appropriate response to an emergency or 
crisis from July 1, 2021, to July 1, 2023, and provides an exemption to the requirement that 
localities establish protocols for local law-enforcement agencies to enter into memorandums of 
agreement with mobile crisis response providers regarding requests for law-enforcement back-
up during mobile crisis or community care team response and minimum standards, best 
practices, and a system for the review and approval of protocols for law-enforcement 
participation in the Marcus alert system for localities with a population that is less than or equal 
to 40,000, so that localities with a population that is less than or equal to 40,000 may but are 
not required to establish such protocols. The bill also requires the Department of Behavioral 
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Health and Developmental Services to include in its annual report to the Governor and the 
Chairmen of the House Committees for Courts of Justice and on Health, Welfare and 
Institutions, the Senate Committees on the Judiciary and Education and Health, and the 
Behavioral Health Commission information regarding barriers to establishment of local Marcus 
alert programs and community care or mobile crisis teams to provide mobile crisis response in 
geographical areas served by community services boards or behavioral health agencies in which 
such programs and teams have not been established and a plan for addressing such barriers.  

HB 1225/SB 13 Energy performance-based contracts; roof replacement. 

Allows procurement of a roof replacement as part of a larger energy conservation or 
operational efficiency measure if such replacement is either necessary for the installation of 
such measure or if the contracting entity determines that the replacement of more than 20 
percent of the roof is necessary to install such measure. The bill requires such procurement to 
be publicly noticed on the Department of General Services' central electronic procurement 
website. Such procurement shall be designed by a licensed architect or professional engineer. 
Current law prohibits the inclusion of a roof replacement project as part of an energy 
performance-based contract.  

HB 1268 Political subdivisions; group self-insurance pools. 

Expands provisions related to local government self-insurance pools by providing that a local 
government group self-insurance pool may provide all authorized insurance coverages to (i) any 
separate corporation established by one or more counties, cities, towns, or school boards, as 
permitted by law, that is supported wholly or principally by local public funds or utilize federal 
funds for local community housing projects and (ii) other corporations recognized under § 
501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code that are supported wholly or principally by 
local public funds or utilizes federal funds for local community housing projects and that are 
recognized by a political subdivision and authorized by law to perform a government function.  

HB 1271/SB 720 Virginia Regional Industrial Facilities Act; localities' revenue sharing 
agreements. 

Allows facilities owned by a non-authority that are utilized as part of a cooperative 
arrangement entered into by an authority promoting economic and workforce development to 
participate in localities' revenue sharing agreements.  

HB 1287 Procured plastic materials; DGS to direct state agencies to identify recycled content 
amounts. 

Requires the Department of General Services (DGS), in determining the award of any contract 
for plastic materials to be purchased for use by agencies of the Commonwealth, to procure 
using competitive sealed bidding and give preference to bidders that supply materials 
containing plastic recycled content, as long as such materials are cost competitive with 
materials that do not contain plastic recycled content. The bill directs DGS to promulgate 
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regulations to (i) in consultation with the Virginia Manufacturers Association, define "cost 
competitive" for purposes of the implementation of the bill and (ii) establish a system that 
requires an incremental increase in the minimum percentage of plastic recycled content 
required to be included in materials in order for a bidder to be given preference in the 
procurement process, as follows: (a) 10 percent plastic recycled content by January 1, 2025; (b) 
20 percent plastic recycled content by January 1, 2028; and (c) 30 percent plastic recycled 
content by January 1, 2030.  

HB 1309/SB 756 Resilient Virginia Revolving Loan Fund; created. 

Creates the Resilient Virginia Revolving Fund. The bill provides guidelines for deposits, 
expenditures, and investments and requires an annual audit of the Virginia Resources 
Authority. The bill provides that the Fund be used for loans or to refinance projects for local 
governments or to give grants to them, provides that the Fund may be used by local 
governments for loans or grants to persons of the Commonwealth eligible for projects for 
resilience purposes, and establishes guidelines for the priority of such loans and grants.  

HB 1310 Virginia Public Procurement Act; revision of procurement procedures. 

Provides that the Department of General Services and the Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency shall review and revise their procurement procedures to encourage the use of U.S. 
General Services Administration contracts or contracts awarded by any other agency of the 
United States government where appropriate.  

HB 1325 Local governments; additional powers, Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy 
financing programs. 

Changes the existing authorization for local governments to finance, by ordinance, clean 
energy, resiliency, and stormwater management programs to authorize the financing of eligible 
improvements to eligible properties, as defined in the bill, under C-PACE loan programs. The bill 
allows localities to delegate billing, collection, and remittance of C-PACE loan payments to a 
third party.  

SB 17 Law-enforcement officers; exemption from certain training requirements. 

Provides that the Director of the Department of Criminal Justice Services shall exempt a law-
enforcement officer who has demonstrated sensitivity to cultural diversity issues, had previous 
experience and training as a law-enforcement officer, is currently receiving or is eligible to 
receive a service retirement allowance, and has a break in service of no longer than 60 calendar 
months between retirement and new employment as a law-enforcement officer from the 
mandatory attendance of all courses that are required for the successful completion of the 
compulsory minimum training standards established by the Criminal Justice Services Board. 
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SB 60 Political subdivisions; powers and duties, emergency management assessment. 

Provides that all political subdivisions shall provide an annually updated emergency 
management assessment and data related to emergency sheltering capabilities to the State 
Coordinator of Emergency Management on or before August 1 of each year. Under current law, 
such assessment and data is due to the State Coordinator of Emergency Management on or 
before May 1 of each year. 

SB 142 Land bank ordinances; disposition. 

Authorizes localities to petition the circuit court to appoint a special commissioner to, in lieu of 
a sale at public auction, convey certain real estate having delinquent taxes or liens to the 
locality's land bank entity or an existing nonprofit entity designated by the locality to carry out 
the functions of a land bank entity. Currently, such real estate may be conveyed only to the 
locality itself. The bill also allows real estate that contains a derelict building and has delinquent 
taxes and liens exceeding 10 percent of its assessed value to be conveyed via special 
commissioner, in lieu of a sale at public auction, to the locality, the locality's land bank entity, or 
such existing nonprofit entity. The bill requires a land bank entity or existing nonprofit entity 
that receives such parcels to pay any surplusage above the amount of unpaid taxes or liens to 
the former owners or other parties with an interest in the property. 

SB 172 County boards of supervisors; salaries. 

Requires county boards of supervisors, prior to July 1 of each year, to set a maximum annual 
compensation, which will become effective as of January 1 of the year following the next 
regularly scheduled elections.  

SB 258 Virginia Public Procurement Act; bid bonds, construction contracts. 

Provides that, except in cases of emergency, all bids and proposals for certain transportation-
related contracts in excess of $350,000 and partially or wholly funded by the Commonwealth 
shall be accompanied by a bid bond. Current law sets the bid or proposal amount for such 
contracts at $250,000. 

SB 259 Virginia Public Procurement Act; performance and payment bonds. 

Requires a performance bond and payment bond to be furnished by the contractor for all 
nontransportation-related public construction contracts that exceed $500,000 and all 
transportation-related projects that exceed $350,000 and are partially or wholly funded by the 
Commonwealth. Current law only requires these bonds for certain types of contracts.  
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Local Revenues 

HB 3 Gold, silver, and platinum bullion, etc.; extends sunset date for the sales tax exemption. 

Extends the sunset date for the sales tax exemption for gold, silver, and platinum bullion and 
legal tender coins whose sales price exceeds $1,000 to June 30, 2025. Under current law, the 
exemption will expire on June 30, 2022.  

HB 90 Sales tax; exemption for food purchased for human consumption & essential personal 
hygiene products. 

Exempts food purchased for human consumption and essential personal hygiene products (the 
grocery tax) from all state, regional, and local sales taxes. The bill dedicates an amount equal to 
a 0.182 percent sales and use tax to cities and counties as a supplemental school payment. Such 
payment shall, from July 1, 2022, until July 1, 2024, be distributed based on each city and 
county's estimated average share of monthly distributions attributable to the tax on such food 
and hygiene products between February 2020 and December 2021. Beginning July 1, 2024, such 
payment shall be based upon each city and county's pro rata share of total local sales and use 
taxes. 

As of June 30, LIS shows this bill awaiting final action by the Governor. 

HB 180 Forest Sustainability Fund; created. 

Creates the Forest Sustainability Fund, to be administered by the State Forester. Localities that 
have adopted a use value assessment and taxation program for real estate devoted to forest 
use are eligible to apply for an allocation from the Fund. Awards are proportionally based upon 
the amount of revenue forgone in the previous fiscal year by localities due to the use value 
program. 

HB 199 Land preservation program; special assessment. 

Allows a locality, by ordinance, to provide that a parcel of real property shall not be removed 
from the land use program for delinquent taxes if such taxes are paid no later than December 
31 of the year in which the taxes became delinquent. The bill further provides that no parcel of 
real property shall be removed from the land use program for delinquent taxes if (i) such taxes 
become delinquent during a state of emergency declared by the Governor, (ii) the treasurer 
determines that the emergency has caused hardship for the taxpayer, and (iii) the taxes are 
paid no later than 90 days after the original deadline. 
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HB 200 Real property; tax exemption shall include property of certain single member ltd. 
liability company. 

Provides that the property of an organization that is tax exempt by classification shall include 
the property of a single member limited liability company whose sole member is such an 
organization. 

HB 226 Taxes; appeal of local assessments. 

Clarifies the procedure by which a taxpayer aggrieved by any local tax assessment may seek 
relief by providing that (i) the necessary parties in such a proceeding shall be the taxpayer and 
the locality; (ii) the taxpayer may show that the property was assessed at more or less than its 
fair market value; and (iii) the county or city attorney or, if none, the attorney for the 
Commonwealth shall defend the locality in any such proceeding.  

HB 267/SB 12 Taxes, local; surplus revenues. 

Grants localities permissive authority to return surplus personal property tax revenues to 
taxpayers. Under current law, localities may return only surplus real property tax revenues.  

HB 400 Real property; affordable housing. 

Includes the Rental Assistance Demonstration program in the list of federal laws whose 
restrictions shall be considered in determining the fair market value of real property that is 
operated as affordable rental housing.  

HB 462/SB 701 Retail Sales and Use Tax; extends sunset date for exemption of aircraft 
components. 

Extends the sunset date for the sales and use tax exemption for parts, engines, and supplies 
used for maintaining, repairing, or reconditioning aircraft or any aircraft's avionics system, 
engine, or component parts from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2025. The bill also restricts the 
exemption for manned systems to aircraft with a maximum takeoff weight of at least 2,400 
pounds.  

HB 518 Sales and transient occupancy taxes; accommodations intermediaries. 

Changes the process by which sales and transient occupancy taxes are collected from 
accommodations sales involving accommodations intermediaries. Under current law, 
accommodations intermediaries remit these taxes to the Department of Taxation or a locality, 
or a hotel, depending on the circumstances. The bill requires accommodations intermediaries 
to collect such taxes and remit them to the Department of Taxation or a locality, as applicable. 
The bill also provides that in a transaction involving multiple parties that may be considered 
accommodations intermediaries, such parties may agree that one party shall be responsible for 
collecting and remitting the taxes. In such event, the party agreeing to collect and remit such 
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taxes shall be the sole party liable for the tax. Accommodations intermediaries shall submit to 
localities certain information on accommodations facilitated by the intermediary on a monthly 
basis. The bill also broadens the definition of accommodations intermediary.  

The bill directs the Department of Taxation to publish guidelines on implementation of the bill 
by August 1, 2022, and to convene a work group to examine the processes used to collect local 
transient occupancy taxes and make recommendations for improvements. The substantive 
provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of October 1, 2022.  

HB 791/SB 513 Data centers; center fixtures are taxed as part of the real property where they 
are located, etc. 

Provides that if data center fixtures are taxed as part of the real property where they are 
located, they shall be valued based on depreciated reproduction or replacement cost, rather 
than based on the amount of income they generate.  

HB 936/SB 26 Gold, silver, & platinum bullion, etc.; removes sunset date for sales tax 
exemption. 

Extends from June 30, 2022, to June 30, 2025, the sunset date for the sales tax exemption for 
gold, silver, and platinum bullion and legal tender coins. The bill eliminates the limitation that 
only purchases in excess of $1,000 are eligible for the exemption. 

HB 951/SB 77 Real property tax; assessment cycles by counties. 

Authorizes counties to conduct a general reassessment of real estate every three years if 
determined by majority vote of a county's board of supervisors. Current law requires counties 
to conduct a general reassessment every four years, with exceptions authorized for specified 
counties.  

HB 957 Real property; classification, property owned by certain surviving spouses for tax 
purposes. 

Provides that beginning with taxable year 2022, any locality may declare real property owned 
by a surviving spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United States who died in the 
line of duty with a line of duty determination from the U.S. Department of Defense, where such 
death was not the result of criminal conduct, and where the spouse occupies the real property 
as his principal place of residence and does not remarry, a separate class of property for local 
taxation of real property that may be taxed at a different rate than that imposed on the general 
class of real property, provided that the rate of tax is greater than zero and does not exceed the 
rate of tax on the general class of real property.  
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HB 1010 Real property taxes; notice of proposed increase, notice of public hearing. 

Adjusts the notice requirements for public hearings held to increase property taxes in localities 
that conduct their reassessment of real estate more than once every four years. The bill 
requires such localities to provide notice of any such hearing on a different day and in a 
different notice from any notice published for the annual budget hearing. Under current law, 
such hearings are required when a locality seeks to raise its property tax rate above a rate that 
would collect more than 101 percent of the amount of taxes collected for the previous year. 

HB 1076/SB 25 Cigarette tax, local; identifying unsold inventory, localities that increase taxes. 

Requires any locality that increases its cigarette tax rate to allow, for one calendar year after 
the increase, a person with unsold inventory to pay the tax increase on the unsold inventory by 
filing a return, rather than requiring the use of a stamp or meter impression. The bill imposes a 
duty on regional cigarette tax boards to effectuate the policy. 

HB 1155/SB 683 Retail Sales and Use Tax; definitions, media-related exemptions. 

Makes changes to the sales and use tax exemption for amplification, transmission, and 
distribution equipment used to provide Internet services. Under the bill, the exemption would 
apply to network equipment used to provide Internet service, regardless of whether the 
provider of such service is also a telephone common carrier or whether such network is also 
used to provide services other than Internet services.  

HB 1199/SB 748 Tobacco products tax; remote retail sales. 

Clarifies the provisions of the tobacco products tax on cigars and pipe tobacco sold by remote 
retail sellers, defined in the bill, to consumers in the Commonwealth. The bill provides that such 
remote retail sellers must be licensed to avoid penalties for such sales and requires such 
remote retail sellers to maintain records and file a monthly report to the Department of 
Taxation. The bill also provides that the tax may be imposed at the time of retail sale by a retail 
dealer or distributor.  

HB 1239/SB 771 Personal property; other classifications of tangible property for taxation. 

Authorizes localities to classify for rate purposes certain vehicles that, under current law, may 
be classified only for valuation purposes, including certain automobiles, trucks, motor vehicles 
for use by the handicapped, motorcycles, mopeds, all-terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, 
campers, and other recreational vehicles. The bill specifies that its provisions shall apply only to 
taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2022, but before January 1, 2025. The bill 
contains an emergency clause. 
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HB 1308 Sales and use tax; entitlement to revenues from tourism projects. 

Entitles a major tourism project, defined in the bill, to the revenues generated by a two percent 
state sales and use tax on transactions taking place on its premises, to be used for debt service 
on gap financing for the project. The entitlement is subject to review and approval by the MEI 
Project Approval Commission. As defined in the bill, gap financing includes a developer's 
primary debt financing, as well as any refinancing thereof, if the entitlements to tax revenues 
are pledged as collateral for such primary debt financing. The bill provides that, to qualify for 
the revenues, the project must meet a deficiency identified in a local tourism plan approved by 
the Virginia Tourism Authority and the private developer and the locality in which the project is 
located must each contribute funds equal to the two percent sales and use tax contribution, 
which are also to be used for the gap financing payment. Current law allows certain tourism 
projects to qualify for revenues generated by a one percent state sales and use tax or a 1.5 
percent state sales and use tax. The bill provides that a major tourism project is eligible for the 
increased revenues if it involves a new private capital investment of at least $500 million; will 
result in the creation of at least 500 net new jobs; and supports increased hotel occupancy, an 
increase in out-of-state visitors, and other factors of significant fiscal and economic impact. The 
bill contains technical amendments.  

SB 47 Income tax, state; housing opportunity tax credits. 

Removes the $15 million credit cap imposed on the Virginia Housing Opportunity Tax Credit and 
allows taxpayers to receive a state-level credit in an amount substantially similar to the amount 
of federal credit allocated or allowed by the Virginia Housing Development Authority for 10 
years. Under current law, the Virginia Housing Development Authority is required to allocate 
the credit for one year only. 

As of June 30, LIS shows this bill awaiting final action by the Governor. 

SB 101 Retail Sales and Use Tax; extends media-related exemptions. 

Extends from 2022 to 2025 the expiration of the retail sales and use tax exemption for printing 
purchased by an advertising business from a printer in the Commonwealth, so long as such 
material is distributed outside of the Commonwealth.  

SB 648 Real property tax; exemption for the elderly and handicapped. 

Provides that any locality may by ordinance accept documentation establishing eligibility for the 
real property tax exemption for the elderly and handicapped on a rolling basis throughout the 
year. Current law states that localities shall accept such documentation after January 1 but 
before April 1 or a later date fixed by ordinance. 
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SB 651 Sales and transient occupancy taxes; accommodations intermediaries. 

Changes the process by which sales and transient occupancy taxes are collected from 
accommodations sales involving accommodations intermediaries. Under current law, 
accommodations intermediaries remit these taxes to the Department of Taxation or a locality, 
or a hotel, depending on the circumstances. The bill requires accommodations intermediaries 
to collect such taxes and remit them to the Department of Taxation or a locality, as applicable. 
The bill also provides that in a transaction involving multiple parties that may be considered 
accommodations intermediaries, such parties may agree that one party shall be responsible for 
collecting and remitting the taxes. In such event, the party agreeing to collect and remit such 
taxes shall be the sole party liable for the tax. Accommodations intermediaries shall submit to 
localities certain information on accommodations facilitated by the intermediary on a monthly 
basis. The bill also broadens the definition of accommodations intermediary.  

The bill directs the Department of Taxation to publish guidelines on implementation of the bill 
by August 1, 2022, and to convene a work group to examine the processes used to collect local 
transient occupancy taxes and make recommendations for improvements. The substantive 
provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of October 1, 2022.  

SB 686 Tax, local; solar facility exemption. 

Provides that any solar facility installed (i) on the roof of a residential dwelling or a structure on 
an agricultural zoned property in order to serve the electricity needs of the property upon 
which the facility is located and (ii) pursuant to existing local regulation of solar facilities laws is 
declared a separate class of property and shall be classified for local taxation separately from 
other classifications of real or personal property. Such facilities shall be wholly exempt from 
state and local taxation under the Constitution of Virginia. The exemption applies only to solar 
facilities with a nameplate generating capacity of not more than 25 kilowatts. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of January 1, 2023.  
 

 
State Revenues 

HB 20/SB 196 Alcoholic beverage control; tax allocation for funding the Virginia Spirits 
Promotion Fund, report. 

Requires that 20 percent of the 20 percent tax levied on alcoholic beverages sold by the Board 
of Directors of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority that is attributable to the sale 
of spirits produced by a distiller licensee be deposited in the Virginia Spirits Promotion Fund. 
The bill requires the Virginia Spirits Board to submit an annual report to the Governor and 
General Assembly by October 1 regarding its activities and use of moneys in the Virginia Spirits 
Promotion Fund.  
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HB 269/SB 185 Income tax, state; extends sunset provision for major business facility job tax 
credit. 

Extends the sunset of the major business facility job tax credit from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2025. 

HB 402 Landlords, participation; tax credit. 

Expands the tax credit for participating landlords to all census tracts in Virginia in which less 
than 10 percent of the residents live below the poverty level. Under current law, the credit is 
limited to census tracts in the Richmond Metropolitan Statistical Area, the Washington-
Arlington-Alexandria Metropolitan Statistical Area, or the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News 
Metropolitan Statistical Area in which less than 10 percent of the residents live below the 
poverty level.  

HB 462/SB 701 Retail Sales and Use Tax; extends sunset date for exemption of aircraft 
components. 

Extends the sunset date for the sales and use tax exemption for parts, engines, and supplies 
used for maintaining, repairing, or reconditioning aircraft or any aircraft's avionics system, 
engine, or component parts from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2025. The bill also restricts the 
exemption for manned systems to aircraft with a maximum takeoff weight of at least 2,400 
pounds.  

HB 936/SB 26 Gold, silver, & platinum bullion, etc.; removes sunset date for sales tax 
exemption. 

Extends from June 30, 2022, to June 30, 2025, the sunset date for the sales tax exemption for 
gold, silver, and platinum bullion and legal tender coins. The bill eliminates the limitation that 
only purchases in excess of $1,000 are eligible for the exemption. 

HB 971 Commonwealth's taxation system; conformity with the Internal Revenue Code, etc. 

Advances Virginia's date of conformity with the Internal Revenue Code from December 31, 
2020, to December 31, 2021. The bill also deconforms from provisions of the (i) federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) related to the net operating loss 
limitation and carryback, a loss limitation applicable to taxpayers other than corporations, the 
limitation on business interest, and certain loan forgiveness and other business financial 
assistance and (ii) federal American Rescue Plan Act related to restaurant revitalization grants 
and emergency injury disaster loans received for taxable years beginning before January 1, 
2021. The bill also retroactively allows up to $100,000 of the individual and corporate income 
tax deduction or subtraction, as applicable, for Rebuild Virginia grants and certain amounts 
related to Paycheck Protection Program loans to certain fiscal filers. The bill also allows full 
deductibility of expenses paid or incurred with forgiven Paycheck Protection Program loan 
proceeds and expenses paid or incurred with Economic Injury Disaster Loan program funding 
for taxable year 2021 and thereafter. The bill contains an emergency clause.  
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HB 1199/SB 748 Tobacco products tax; remote retail sales. 

Clarifies the provisions of the tobacco products tax on cigars and pipe tobacco sold by remote 
retail sellers, defined in the bill, to consumers in the Commonwealth. The bill provides that such 
remote retail sellers must be licensed to avoid penalties for such sales and requires such 
remote retail sellers to maintain records and file a monthly report to the Department of 
Taxation. The bill also provides that the tax may be imposed at the time of retail sale by a retail 
dealer or distributor.  

SB 94 Commonwealth's taxation system; conformity with the Internal Revenue Code, etc. 

Advances Virginia's date of conformity with the Internal Revenue Code from December 31, 
2020, to December 31, 2021. The bill also deconforms from provisions of the (i) federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) related to the net operating loss 
limitation and carryback, a loss limitation applicable to taxpayers other than corporations, the 
limitation on business interest, and certain loan forgiveness and other business financial 
assistance and (ii) federal American Rescue Plan Act related to restaurant revitalization grants 
and emergency injury disaster loans received for taxable years beginning before January 1, 
2021. The bill also retroactively allows up to $100,000 of the individual and corporate income 
tax deduction or subtraction, as applicable, for Rebuild Virginia grants and certain amounts 
related to Paycheck Protection Program loans to certain fiscal filers. The bill also allows full 
deductibility of expenses paid or incurred with forgiven Paycheck Protection Program loan 
proceeds and expenses paid or incurred with Economic Injury Disaster Loan program funding 
for taxable year 2021 and thereafter. The bill contains an emergency clause.  

SB 101 Retail Sales and Use Tax; extends media-related exemptions. 

Extends from 2022 to 2025 the expiration of the retail sales and use tax exemption for printing 
purchased by an advertising business from a printer in the Commonwealth, so long as such 
material is distributed outside of the Commonwealth.  
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Planning and Land Use 
 
Land Conservation 

HB 298 Land bank ordinances; disposition. 

Authorizes localities to petition the circuit court to appoint a special commissioner to, in lieu of 
a sale at public auction, convey certain real estate having delinquent taxes or liens to the 
locality's land bank entity or an existing nonprofit entity designated by the locality to carry out 
the functions of a land bank entity. Currently, such real estate may be conveyed only to the 
locality itself. The bill also allows real estate that contains a derelict building and has delinquent 
taxes and liens exceeding 25 percent of its assessed value to be conveyed via special 
commissioner, in lieu of a sale at public auction, to the locality, the locality's land bank entity, or 
such existing nonprofit entity. The bill requires a land bank entity or existing nonprofit entity 
that receives such parcels to pay any surplusage above the amount of unpaid taxes or liens to 
the former owners or other parties with an interest in the property. 

SB 31 Virginia Land Conservation Foundation and Fund; membership, use of funds. 

Allows the Virginia Land Conservation Fund to make grants to state-recognized and federally 
recognized Virginia Indian Tribes and requires that at least one nonlegislative citizen member of 
the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation Board of Trustees be a member of a state-
recognized or federally recognized Virginia Indian Tribe.  

 

Land Use and Growth Management 

HB 189/SB 509 Aquaculture; right to use and occupy the ground for the terms of a lease in  

Provides that the right to use and occupy the ground for the terms of a lease in Chesapeake Bay 
waters includes the right to propagate shellfish by whatever legal means necessary.  

HB 206 Small renewable energy projects; impact on natural resources, report. 

Requires, as a condition for a permit by rule for a small energy project, that if the Department 
of Environmental Quality determines that there will be a significant adverse impact on wildlife, 
historic resources, prime agricultural soils, or forest lands, the applicant must also submit a 
mitigation plan with a 45-day public comment period. The bill specifies that a disturbance of (i) 
more than 10 acres of prime agricultural soils, (ii) more than 50 acres of contiguous forest 
lands, or (iii) forest lands enrolled in a forestry preservation program is deemed to be a 
significant adverse impact on natural resources. The bill directs the Department to convene an 
advisory panel to assist in developing regulations to implement these requirements, and the 
main provisions of the bill do not become effective until such regulations are adopted. Any 
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application for a small renewable energy project received for which an interconnection request 
is applied for and received by December 31, 2024, is not subject to the provisions of the bill. 

HB 238 Land use assessment; forms used for revalidation of applications shall be prepared by 
TAX. 

Provides that the forms used for revalidation of applications for land use assessment shall be 
prepared by the Department of Taxation. Under current law, such forms are prepared by the 
locality. The bill directs the Department to seek input from localities across the Commonwealth 
in developing such forms. 

HB 272/SB 501 Local land use approvals; extension of approvals to address the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Extends from July 1, 2022, to July 1, 2023, the sunset date for various local land use approvals 
that were valid and outstanding as of July 1, 2020. The bill also provides that its provisions shall 
not be construed to extend previous extensions related to the COVID-19 housing crisis.  

HB 275 Secondary street acceptance; Commonwealth Transportation Board regulations. 

Requires the regulations adopted by the Commonwealth Transportation Board regarding 
ensuring connectivity of highway and pedestrian networks with transportation networks during 
secondary street acceptance to include flexibility to limit the number of such connections to 
adjacent property or highway networks. The bill requires the Department of Transportation to 
convene a stakeholder advisory group to develop and provide recommended amendments to 
such regulations.  

HB 445/SB 446 High-speed broadband service; expanding to new residential and commercial 
development. 

Provides that the Department of Housing and Community Development shall convene a 
stakeholder advisory group for the purpose of evaluating local and state policies, procedures, or 
ordinances to facilitate the expansion of high-speed broadband service and associated 
infrastructure in new residential and commercial development. The stakeholder advisory group 
shall be composed of representatives from the commercial and residential land development 
and construction industry, local government, high-speed broadband providers, and other 
stakeholders as determined by the Department and shall report its findings and 
recommendations to the Broadband Advisory Council no later than September 30, 2022.  

HB 482 Commonwealth Transportation Board; performance standards for review of certain 
plans. 

Directs the Department of Transportation to adopt performance standards for the review and 
approval of subdivision and commercial development plans by January 1, 2025. The bill requires 
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the Department to submit a report on such standards to the Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board and to make such standards available for public view on the 
Department's website, updated quarterly.  

HB 616 Zoning appeals, board of; funding. 

Provides that upon request of the board of zoning appeals (BZA), a governing body shall 
consider appropriation of funds so that the BZA may employ or contract for secretaries, clerks, 
legal counsel, consultants, and other technical and clerical services. The bill also provides that if 
a BZA has needs that surpass the budgeted amount, the governing body shall review the BZA's 
request. Existing law allows such BZA expenditures "within the limits of funds appropriated by 
the governing body."  

HB 648 Comprehensive plan; public hearing. 

Clarifies provisions related to whether certain public facilities are substantially in accord with 
the adopted comprehensive plan by adding parks to the types of public uses that may, with 
certain types of land use applications, be excepted from the requirement for submittal to and 
approval by the planning commission or the governing body for the purpose of determining 
substantial accord.  

HB 1088 Planning; definition of subdivision, boundary line agreement. 

Changes the definition of "subdivision" to provide that it does not preclude different owners of 
adjacent parcels from entering into a valid and enforceable boundary line agreement with one 
another so long as such agreement is only used to resolve a bona fide property line dispute, the 
boundary adjustment does not move by more than 250 feet from the center of the current 
platted line or alter either parcel's resultant acreage by more than five percent of the smaller 
parcel size, and such agreement does not create an additional lot, alter the existing boundary 
lines of localities, result in greater street frontage, or interfere with a recorded easement, and 
such agreement shall not result in any nonconformity with local ordinances and health 
department regulations. The bill also provides that for any property affected by this definition, 
any division of land subject to a partition suit by virtue of order or decree by a court of 
competent jurisdiction shall take precedence over the requirements of certain existing 
subdivision provisions and the minimum lot area, width, or frontage requirements in the zoning 
ordinance so long as the lot or parcel resulting from such order or decree does not vary from 
minimum lot area, width, or frontage requirements by more than 20 percent. 

HB 1336 Winery, farm winery, and limited brewery licensees; distribution of wine and beer. 

Directs the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to convene a work group 
consisting of representatives of the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, the Virginia 
Wineries Association, the Virginia Wine Wholesalers Association, the Virginia Beer Wholesalers 
Association, and the Virginia Craft Brewers Guild and other relevant stakeholders to (i) conduct 
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research to determine the appropriate fee structure and general fund appropriation necessary 
to adequately address staffing needs and perform information technology system upgrades for 
the purpose of accommodating winery, farm winery, and limited brewery licensees that wish to 
utilize the services of the Virginia Winery Distribution Company; (ii) evaluate the number of 
barrels of beer allowed to be distributed by a limited brewery licensee over the course of one 
year; and (iii) review and evaluate alternative avenues of distribution, other than distribution 
through the Virginia Winery Distribution Company, that could be made available to limited 
brewery licensees. The bill directs the work group to report its findings and recommendations 
to the Board of Directors of the Virginia Winery Distribution Company (the Board) for approval 
and directs the Board to report any such approved findings and recommendations to the 
Chairmen of the Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services and the House 
Committee on General Laws no later than October 1, 2022. 

SB 52 Utilities, certain; pro rata reimbursements for installation. 

Requires localities that adopt subdivision ordinances that permit subdividers or developers to 
install certain utilities to provide within that ordinance the subdivider's or developer's 
entitlement to pro rata reimbursement for costs of such installations. Under current law, 
localities are permitted to provide such entitlement but are not required to do so. 

SB 537 Trees; replacement and conservation during development process, powers of local 
government. 

Prevents the prohibition or the unreasonable limitation of silvicultural activities related to the 
replacement of trees during the development process and the conservation of trees during the 
land development process in certain localities. The bill specifies provisions related to the 
replacement of trees during the development process in localities and allows that any locality 
may adopt an ordinance providing for the planting and replacement of trees during the 
development process. Further, the bill specifies provisions related to the conservation of trees 
during the development process in localities and allows that any locality may adopt an 
ordinance providing for the conservation of trees during the land development process. The bill 
directs specified stakeholders and parties to meet at least twice prior to the 2023 Session of the 
General Assembly to consider specified topics. The bill directs the participants to report their 
recommendations to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns and 
the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources by December 1, 
2022. The provisions of the bill related to the conservation of trees during the development 
process do not become effective unless reenacted by the 2023 General Assembly.  

SB 678 Agricultural operation; amends definition. 

Amends the definition of "agricultural operation" for purposes of the Right to Farm Act to 
include the housing of livestock. The bill provides that this change is declaratory of existing law. 
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Transportation 
 
Funding - Roads 

HB 67 Projecting vehicle loads; flagging. 

Requires any commercial motor vehicle transporting a load that extends beyond the sides of 
the vehicle by more than four inches or beyond the rear of a vehicle by more than four feet to 
have the extremities of the load marked by one or more red or orange fluorescent warning 
flags, located as specified in the bill, at least 18 inches both in length and width. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2023.  

HB 138/SB 476 Central Virginia Transportation Authority; membership. 

Adds the Chief Executive Officer of the Capital Region Airport Commission as an ex officio, 
nonvoting member of the Central Virginia Transportation Authority.  

HB 142 Transit Ridership Incentive Program; amount of funds to be used to establish 
programs. 

Changes from a maximum of 25 percent to a minimum of 25 percent the percentage of Transit 
Ridership Incentive Program (TRIP) funds required to be used to support the establishment of 
programs to reduce the impact of fares on low-income individuals. The bill requires at least 25 
percent of TRIP funds to be used to support regional transit initiatives and provides that the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board has the discretion to allocate the remaining funds 
available as authorized by law and based on the programs and initiatives submitted during the 
application process. 

HB 281/SB 311 Real property; duty to disclose ownership interest and lis pendens. 

Provides that a real estate licensee has an affirmative duty, upon having substantive discussions 
about specific real property, to disclose in writing to the purchaser, seller, lessor, or lessee of 
the property if he, any member of his family, his firm, any member of his firm, or any entity in 
which he has an ownership interest has or will have an ownership interest as a party to the 
transaction and must also disclose in writing that he is a licensee. The bill requires that an 
owner of a residential dwelling unit who has actual knowledge of a lis pendens filed against the 
dwelling unit must provide to a prospective purchaser a written disclosure of such fact on a 
form provided by the Real Estate Board on its website.  
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HB 450/SB 278 Parking of vehicles; electric vehicle charging spaces, signage for penalty, civil 
penalties. 

Prohibits a person from parking a vehicle not capable of receiving an electric charge in a space 
clearly marked as reserved for charging electric vehicles. A violation is subject to a civil penalty 
of no more than $50.  

HB 482 Commonwealth Transportation Board; performance standards for review of certain 
plans. 

Directs the Department of Transportation to adopt performance standards for the review and 
approval of subdivision and commercial development plans by January 1, 2025. The bill requires 
the Department to submit a report on such standards to the Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board and to make such standards available for public view on the 
Department's website, updated quarterly.  

HB 553 Commercial driver's licenses; Secretary of Transportation, et. al, to implement various 
initiatives. 

Directs the Secretary of Transportation, in consultation and working with various agencies of 
the Commonwealth, to promote and implement various initiatives related to commercial 
driver's licenses. The bill sunsets on July 1, 2023.  

SB 301 Commercial driver's license examinations; requirements for third party testers. 

Authorizes governmental entities, including comprehensive community colleges in the Virginia 
Community College System, certified as third party testers to test and train drivers employed by 
another governmental entity or enrolled in a commercial driver training course offered by a 
community college. The bill repeals the prohibition on applicants 18 years of age and older 
retaking skills tests within 15 days. Current law authorizes such reexamination upon payment of 
a $2 fee.  

SB 612 Highway use fee, mileage-based user fee program; program clarifications. 

Directs the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles to establish a process for 
issuing prorated refunds of mileage-based user fees to certain participants. The bill prohibits 
the disclosure of certain data necessary for the administration of the mileage-based user fee 
program and authorizes participants in the mileage-based user fee program to participate 
without location tracking. 

SB 705 Towing; certain large vehicles, civil penalty. 

Requires a towing and recovery operator to include the contact information of the Division of 
Consumer Counsel within the Office of the Attorney General on any invoice charging $10,000 or 
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more for towing and recovery services rendered pursuant to a lawful request for towing by a 
law-enforcement officer for the towing and recovery of a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight 
rating of greater than 26,000 pounds. The bill subjects towing and recovery operators in 
violation of the bill's provisions to a civil penalty of $1,000 per violation. 

SB 740 Common interest communities; standards for structural integrity and reserves for 
capital components. 

Directs the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (the Department) to 
establish a work group to study the adequacy of current laws addressing standards for 
structural integrity and for maintaining reserves to repair, replace, or restore capital 
components in common interest communities. The bill directs the Department to report the 
work group's findings and provide recommendations, including any legislative 
recommendations, to the Chairs of the House Committee on General Laws and the Senate 
Committee on General Laws and Technology no later than April 1, 2023.  

 
 
Pedestrian Safety, Walkability, Bicycling Safety 

HB 1151 Virginia Motor Vehicle Warranty Enforcement Act; adds autocycles to the vehicles 
protected by Act. 

Adds autocycles to the vehicles protected by the Virginia Motor Vehicle Warranty Enforcement 
Act, commonly known as the "lemon law." The bill contains technical amendments.  

SB 362 Bicycles and certain other vehicles; riding two abreast. 

Prohibits persons riding bicycles, electric personal assistive mobility devices, electric power-
assisted bicycles, or motorized skateboards or scooters two abreast from impeding the normal 
and reasonable movement of traffic and requires such persons to move into a single-file 
formation as quickly as is practicable when being overtaken from the rear by a faster-moving 
vehicle. 

 

Transit Policy 

HB 142 Transit Ridership Incentive Program; amount of funds to be used to establish 
programs. 

Changes from a maximum of 25 percent to a minimum of 25 percent the percentage of Transit 
Ridership Incentive Program (TRIP) funds required to be used to support the establishment of 
programs to reduce the impact of fares on low-income individuals. The bill requires at least 25 



 47 

percent of TRIP funds to be used to support regional transit initiatives and provides that the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board has the discretion to allocate the remaining funds 
available as authorized by law and based on the programs and initiatives submitted during the 
application process. 

SB 281 Transit buses; exempts a manufacturer, etc., engaged in distribution from certain 
requirements. 

Exempts a manufacturer, factory branch, distributor, distributor branch, or factory or 
distributor representative engaged in the manufacture or distribution of transit buses from the 
requirements of obtaining a license from the Department of Motor Vehicles to engage in 
business. The bill also exempts transit buses from dealer's license plate and temporary license 
plate requirements.  

SB 342 Transit Ridership Incentive Program; use of funds for reduced-fare or zero-fare transit 
projects. 

Directs the Commonwealth Transportation Board to use at least 25 percent of the funds 
available for the Transit Ridership Incentive Program for grants to fund reduced-fare or zero-
fare transit projects. Under current law, the amount that may be used for such programs is 
capped at 25 percent. The bill provides that funds awarded for reduced-fare or zero-fare transit 
projects shall not be included in the requirement that funds be awarded in accordance with a 
statewide equitable ratio.  

SB 725 Virginia Passenger Rail Authority; membership. 

Changes the membership of the Board of Directors of the Virginia Passenger Rail Authority by 
(i) adding one nonlegislative member who resides within the boundaries of Planning District 3 
or 4 and (ii) reducing from two to one the nonlegislative members who reside within the 
boundaries of Planning District 5, 9, 10, or 11. 

 
 

 
 


